
SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the September 14, 2017 Skagit County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting, held at the Fidalgo Bay Resort 
in Anacortes (4701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes) 
 
Attendees: 

• MRC Members Attending: Jay Lind, Paul Dinnel, Julie Barber, Nathan Biletnikoff, Sarah Tchang, Todd Woodard, Phyllis 
Bravinder, Suzanne Shull (Jude Apple’s Alternate), Jamey Selleck, Betsy Stevenson, Morty Cohen, Tracy Alker, Tim 
Manns (Kit Rawson’s Alternate) 

• MRC Members Absent: Matt Reynolds, Jude Apple 
• Others Attending: Pete Haase (Morty’s alternate); Charles O’Hara, former MRC member; Charlette Thurman, SCPW; 

Samantha Russell, CVP; Lisa Kaufman, NWSF; Jason Morgan, NWSF; Rich Carlson, USFWS 
 
Call to Order and Introduction: Jamey Selleck called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and opened the meeting with 
introductions.   
 
Approval of Minutes: The August 10, 2017, MRC meeting minutes were approved as written. 
 
Public Comments:  

• Celebration of Life - Kit Rawson:  Jay attended the Celebration of the Life of Kit Rawson on September 9th.  The Tulalip 
Tribe hosted the service and Terry Williams was the Master of Ceremonies. It was very nice and well attended by over 
300 people. 

• NOAA’s Rockfish and Kelp Recovery:  Jamey shared that he is working with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) on rockfish and kelp recovery.  They have a bunch of fish descending devices that are being 
distributed to anglers through the Puget Sound Anglers Association and other recreational fishing organizations and 
communities to help reduce the effects of barotrauma on rockfish.  Barotrauma results when a fish is brought up 
from the depths too quickly, causing the swim bladder to expand beyond its normal size.  Contact Jamey if you know 
of any other groups or organizations where these fish descending devices could be distributed.  Jason suggested 
contacting the Coastal Conservation Association. 

• Atlantic Salmon Net Pen Escapement at Cypress Island:  Jay is interested in discussing the Atlantic salmon escapement 
at Cypress Island at our next MRC meeting in October or November.  Lisa recommended including the WA 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in the conversation since they lease the aquatic lands at Cypress Island for 
aquaculture.  Betsy pointed out that DNR has a web page dedicated to the investigation into the Cypress Island 
Atlantic salmon net pen break with daily updates.  She suggested the Committee wait until after DNR’s investigation is 
complete before having the net pen discussion. 
 

WWU Salish Sea Institute:  Ginny Broadhurst                                           
Western Washington University (WWU) recently established the Salish Sea Institute and hired Ginny Broadhurst as the 
Director of the new program in June 2017.  The Salish Sea Institute is housed in the Canada House at WWU along with the 
Border Policy Research Institute and the Center for Canadian-American Studies.  The program was established to address 
the need for ongoing dialogue and collaborative actions across cultural and international boundaries that serve to restore 
and protect the health of the Salish Sea.  It provides a mechanism and platform for education, research, and public 
outreach, and helps to facilitate and cultivate collaborative governance and protection of the Salish Sea.  Ginny is putting 
together an advisory committee to figure out a way to affect change from a transboundary perspective. She is also in the 
process of developing an interdisciplinary curriculum for a minor in Salish Sea Studies. She plans to collaborate with other 
academic institutions throughout the region to share the curriculum and resources that help foster a sense of place and 
value and protection of the Salish Sea. The minor will likely be in place by fall of 2018 or 2019.  The long-term goal is to 
eventually develop a graduate program. There are several existing programs that will serve under the umbrella of the Salish 
Sea Institute including:  

o Redfish School of Change:  A field study that takes place each summer designed for people who want to lead the way 
in creating ecological sustainability and social equity in their communities. It is a partnership between the School of 
Environmental Studies at the University of Victoria, Huxley College of the Environment and the Center for Canadian-
American Studies at Western Washington University, and Green Learning Canada.  

o Salish Sea Speaker Series at Northwest Indian College: An annual Salish Sea Speaker Series in partnership with the 
Northwest Indian College and the Huxley College of the Environment Speaker Series. 

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/atlanticsalmon


o Salish Sea EcoSystem Conference: It is the largest conference of its kind in the region that brings together scientists, 
tribal representatives, resource managers, community/business leaders, policy makers, educators and students from 
the U.S. and British Columbia to share the latest scientific research and actions for protecting and restoring the Salish 
Sea Ecosystem.  The next conference will be held April 4-6, 2018 at the Washington State Convention Center in 
Seattle Washington. Planning is well underway.  For the first time, the conference will have three co-chairs 
representing United States, Canada, and Tribal Country.  

Lisa asked what role the MRCs could play to help the Salish Sea Institute program flourish.  Ginny said that there might be a 
few possibilities such as helping to establish MRCs further north in the Gulf Islands region of British Columbia, or helping to 
expand Sound IQ or the Salish Sea Stewards program. The Salish Sea EcoSystems Conference is also an excellent 
opportunity for MRCs to build new relationships across the border. Ginny said she is always open to new ideas and hopes 
to revisit the MRC to provide an update on how the Salish Sea Institute is coming along.  For questions about the program, 
contact Ginny at:  Ginny.Broadhurst@wwu.edu or 360-650-4075. 

 
Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) Report:  Nate Biletnikoff          

• Island County MRC Presentation: Barbara Bennett from Island MRC presented on what they are doing in relation to 
developing a long-term strategic plan and how to tie their efforts into the overall work of the Northwest Straits 
Initiative.  They developed a questionnaire focused on improving communications with stakeholders and key decision 
makers in their county government and their role as an advisory committee. They conducted 40 different interviews 
and collected feedback.  Their next step is to start developing white papers for specific issues that might come up in 
their county.   
 Action Item:  Nate suggested that Skagit MRC revisit the discussion regarding the Committee’s role as an 

advisory committee to the County Commissioners.  
 Action Item: Tracy will forward Island County MRC’s presentation to the Skagit MRC as soon as it is available.  

• Defining Ecosystem Health Presentation:  Ron Thom and Tom Mumford gave a presentation on defining ecosystem 
health by building a model that will aide in reporting, documenting, and quantifying ecosystem impacts resulting from 
MRC projects. They plan to start making the rounds to all of the MRCs to present the model after it is complete.   
 Action Item:  Rich Carlson will forward a copy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s brochure “Investing in 

Nature, The Economic Benefits of Protecting Our Lands and Waters” and the WA Department of Ecology’s 
report “The Natural Economy of the Nisqually Watershed” by Earth Economics, to the Skagit MRC. 

• Rose Foundation Grant Funding:  San Juan County MRC expressed interest in applying for the Rose Foundation Grant 
to help address the stormwater runoff issue at the Orcas Island Ferry Terminal.  They discussed the possibility of 
installing permeable pavers. 

• Next NWSC Meeting:  The next Commission meeting will be September 29th, 10:00a.m. - 12:30pm via WebEx.                  
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) Report:  Jay Lind                                                                

• NWSF Board: The NWSF Board continues to meet every other month. 
• Fundraising: Caroline is reaching out to businesses and corporations to help build a strong base of donors.  The 

Foundation also plans to host a silent auction at the 2017 conference to help raise funds.  
• Jack Hartt Retirement Celebration:  Jack Hartt, Park Manager of Deception Pass State Park, is retiring the end of 

October. A celebration honoring Jack’s 40 years of service will be held Saturday, October 28th at the Fidalgo Bay RV 
Resort.  
 Action Item:  Jay will try to get more details and report back at the next MRC meeting. 

• Derelict Gear in the News: The Puget Sound Anglers newspaper “The Reel News” recently published an article about 
derelict nets. Unfortunately, the article was published without being reviewed or approved by the Northwest Straits 
Foundation.  Although the article was written with good intentions, it had a very negative tone which is what the 
Foundation is trying to steer away from.  The Foundation has been working really hard to develop a more positive 
campaign in an effort to get fishermen to report lost nets.  The derelict gear removal program will only be successful if 
there is cooperation from the fishermen.   

• Outreach Opportunity: The La Conner Weekly News is seeking stories about the marine environment.  Jay contacted 
the paper about the possibility of doing a series of articles on behalf of the Northwest Straits Initiative and Skagit 
MRC.  

 
Administrative Report:   Tracy Alker                               

http://www.wwu.edu/salishseaconference/
mailto:Ginny.Broadhurst@wwu.edu


• Marine Debris Workshop:  Tracy asked if any MRC members would be interested in representing the Skagit MRC at 
the upcoming Marine debris Workshop on December 5 and 6, 2017 at Ocean Shores.  Nate volunteered to attend the 
workshop. 

• MRC Grant Deliverables Due - Sept 30th!  Tracy asked MRC members to submit their hours, project reports, and 
invoices and receipts for reimbursement before the MRC Grant expires September 30, 2017. 

• 2017-2018 MRC Grant: The grant is in the process of getting finalized and routed for signature.  It will have a start 
date of October 1, 2017, but probably won’t actually get signed until mid to late October. Tracy will work with the 
project leads to get the sub-award agreements and associated contracts drafted and signed. 

• MRC Display:  Tracy thanked Betsy, Charlette, and Heather for helping with the MRC display at the Skagit River 
Salmon Festival this year.  The display focused on tide pools and guidelines to help protect the critters that live there.   
 

Project Status & Discussion                                    
• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  A planting/maintenance party, beach seining, and forage fish survey occurred 

on September 12th.  Although it was advertised as being one of the Skagit Water Weeks events, just a small handful of 
folks from the public showed up. Surf smelt eggs were found at Bowman Bay for the first time since conducting the 
surveys three or four years ago. It just goes to show how important long-term monitoring is.  The shoreline plantings 
seem to be doing well, but some maintenance is still needed.  The dune grass is really starting to get well established.  
Some of the plants that were originally thought to be dead actually have some new growth. The public is really 
starting to take notice of the restoration work and seem pleased with the results. 

• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The sign was installed at Washington Park in 
Anacortes during the first week of August.  A short survey has been developed 
for volunteers to interview beach goers at Washington Park to help evaluate the 
effectiveness of the sign.  The survey form can be downloaded directly from the 
Coastal Volunteer Partnership’s website.   Surveys must be completed before 
the grant expires at the end of this month (September 30, 2017).  
Unfortunately, very few volunteers have expressed interest in helping with the 
surveys.   

 Action Item:  Skagit County Intern, Charlette Thurman, offered to go 
out and conduct a few surveys.  MRC members are also encouraged to 
download the survey questions and help conduct a few interviews. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The event was held Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort.  Pete shared a slide 
show of the festivities at the MRC meeting.  An estimated 400 people attended this year’s event and over 200 people 
participated in the passport activity. 45 volunteers, 22 organizations, and 6 local businesses helped make this year’s 
event a huge success. Over 42 exit surveys were completed with a lot of positive feedback.  The Fidalgo Bay Day 
report is now complete and is available for anyone who wants a copy. Some of the event highlights included: 
aquarium touch tank,  a gray whale skull, beach seining demonstration, educational displays and activities, kid-friendly 
crafts and games, passport discovery stations and prizes, complimentary samples of local seafood, and Samish no-host 
BBQ salmon lunch. Participants helped color a large mural that was hung on the 
wall and created luminaries for a lighted procession.  Pete brought the completed 
mural to the MRC meeting and mounted it on the wall.  Many thanks to Shell for 
their donation which helped pay for event signage, passport prizes, volunteer 
caps, food for some of the special helpers and guests, and several other 
miscellaneous things.  Pete announced that 2018 will be the last year he will be 
the Project Lead/Event Chair.  He hopes to find a volunteer to shadow him in 2018 
so that they can take the lead in 2019.  The Committee thanked Pete for doing 
such an excellent job as the Project Lead for the last two years! Pete said that he 
would also like to give special recognition to the Samish Tribe for hosting Fidalgo 
Bay Day at their beautiful facility and for their continued support over the years. 
He suggested the MRC give the Samish Tribe a plaque as a special “Thank You”. 

• Salish Sea Stewards: The first planning committee meeting was held September 9th.  The team reviewed and 
discussed the surveys that were completed by the participants from this year’s training.  The next planning meeting 
will be held in October.  Samantha reported that the 35 volunteers from the class of 2017 Salish Sea Stewards 
contributed 1,235 volunteer hours during the first 6 months.  In comparison, the 19 volunteers from the class of 2016 
Salish Sea Stewards contributed 1,060 hours during that same 6 month period.  The class of 2016 volunteer hours 
declined slightly during the second year, contributing a total of 1,800 volunteer hours to date. For the 2018 training, 

http://www.coastalvolunteerpartnership.org/2017/09/01/washington-park-tidepool-interpretive-sign-evaluation/


Samantha is recommending capping the class at 30.  She said that a smaller group would be easier to manage and the 
participants would receive more individualized attention to help them get more out of the program.  It is anticipated 
that we will have over 30 applications.  Morty said that the planning committee is considering coming up with a 
process to screen the applicants instead of going by a first come first serve basis.  Please let Morty know if you have 
any ideas for screening applicants.  Samantha said the main reason for not accepting applications on a first come first 
serve basis is because many applicants will end up dropping out at the last minute if there is no real incentive or 
obligation to commit to the training.  Another idea that is being considered is to charge a small fee to help provide 
some incentive for applicants to commit to the training.  The class fee could be used towards purchasing training 
materials or field trips. Samantha announced that the Coastal Volunteer Partnership’s (CVP) electronic news bulletin is 
now being archived on the CVP website: http://www.coastalvolunteerpartnership.org/the-wave/.  

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  We just finished up the 15th season of native oyster restoration work in Fidalgo Bay.  
There was a moderate recruitment of native oysters this year, compared to the previous two years which had a very 
high recruitment of native oysters.  There are now approximately 4 to 5 million native oysters living in Fidalgo Bay.  
The big increase in the native oyster population is likely due to the new shell beds that were put out there a couple of 
years ago that now help support a large spawning population of native oysters.  Paul talked to Brady Blake about 
transferring shell over to the east side of March’s Point in Padilla Bay next year.   The oyster seed that was distributed 
last year at Cypress Island in the newly restored marsh area is doing well in one of the channels with water in it full 
time.  Paul pointed out that one limitation at Cypress Island is that there is still quite a bit of sedimentation in some of 
the channels.  After the restoration site matures and the sediment becomes more compact, it might become a good 
place to put some Olympia oyster seed.  Results from the data sensors that were placed in the channels at Cypress 
Island to monitor temperature and salinity will be compiled into a report soon. Paul relocated the data sensors to the 
channels near Sharpe’s Corner in Fidalgo Bay where a volunteer recently discovered a healthy population of Olympia 
oysters. Paul is also working with the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife to distribute and monitor stacks of ceramic 
tiles at four locations in Fidalgo Bay for native oyster settlement.  Data is collected from two of the ceramic tile stacks 
at two week intervals.  Preliminary results indicate light to moderate settlement.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  Paul is working with Josh to complete the final report by September 30th.   
• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:  Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index sites:  Ship Harbor, 

Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island. Charlette said that after sampling for over a year, they 
finally found forage fish eggs at Ship Harbor for the very first time!  To verify, Pete went out about a week later to take 
another sample and also found some eggs.  The samples will be sent to the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife for 
analysis and confirmation.  

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Monitoring went very well this summer and is finishing up for the season.  
Tomorrow will be the last day of sampling for the year in Fidalgo Bay.    

• Weaverling Spit Beach Nourishment/ Restoration:  Construction began September 5th and is anticipated to be done by 
September 16th. 

• Kayak Kelp Surveys:  We are finishing up with the kelp surveys for the season. The three survey sites in Skagit County 
include: Coffin Rock, Shannon Point Marine Center, and Biz Point.  This year we have 15 volunteers helping with the 
kelp surveys compared to last year when we had only two! Kimberly Cauvel from the Skagit Valley Herald is writing a 
story on the kelp recovery project. She will be meeting the volunteers at the Bowman Bay survey site this weekend. 
Samantha would like to try to re-launch the kelp survey 123 app again for volunteers to record where the different 
kelp beds are located in Skagit County to help identify potential new kelp beds to survey. All of the bugs have been 
worked out with the app, so it should go more smoothly with the next launch. The nice thing about this app is that 
anyone with a smart phone can help with this kelp recovery effort without even getting wet.  It’s also a great way to 
increase the visibility of the MRC and get more volunteers involved in our work.  There will be more discussion about 
the 123 survey app at the MRC conference.  Suzanne Shull said that she recently had a meeting with Lucas, Zoey Zilz, 
Caroline Gibson, and Tom Mumford in Port Townsend about the kelp monitoring project and where the data is going 
and how it is being used. Many state and local organizations aren’t even aware that this data exists.  We now have 
three years of data at several sites in the northwest straits region and can start looking at the changes in kelp beds 
over time at each location.  For example, they have already detected a change in the kelp beds in Snohomish County, 
where they appear to be losing acreage of kelp.  Phyllis noted the importance of communicating to the volunteers and 
the public the reason why we are doing this kelp recovery work and what we are doing with the data we are 
collecting.   
  

Miscellaneous Events and Announcements:                                                                                                                                

http://www.coastalvolunteerpartnership.org/the-wave/


• Swinomish Channel Beach Cleanup- Saturday, September 16:  Skagit MRC is partnering with the Coastal Volunteer 
Partnership, and RE-Sources to host a shore-side cleanup event at the Swinomish Channel as part of the International 
Coastal Cleanup effort.  Volunteers will be doing some data collection using the clean swell app and the International 
Coastal Cleanup sheet.    

• Shoreline Landowner Workshop- Saturday, September 23: The Northwest Straits Foundation and the Skagit MRC are 
offering a free workshop for Skagit County marine shoreline landowners, September 23, 9:30am to 12:30pm at the 
Fidalgo Bay Resort Convention Center, in Anacortes (4701 Fidalgo Bay Rd).  Betsy Stevenson will be there to welcome 
the group and give the introduction on behalf of the Skagit MRC.    Register online:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SkagitFall17 , by phone: 360-733-1725 or contact Lisa Kaufman at 
kaufman@nwstraitsfoundation.org. Free technical site visits are also available. 

• Volunteer Celebration at Washington Park- Thursday, September 28:  Come and enjoy some delicious food and 
thank a volunteer at Washington Park on Thursday, September 28th, 2pm – 4pm.  

• Fidalgo Shoreline Academy- Saturday, October 21:  Friends of Skagit Beaches is sponsoring their 6th annual Fidalgo 
Shoreline Academy on Saturday, October 21, 2017, 9am-3:30pm at the NW Education Services District Building in 
Anacortes (1601 R Ave).  The keynote address is “The Effects of a Global Decline in Biodiversity” presented by Dr. 
Phoebe Barnard, Executive Director at the Pacific Biodiversity Institute.  Free clock hours are available for teachers. 
The cost is just $30 for the entire day of learning ($40 with lunch)!  Event proceeds are used to support the mission of 
Friends including public education and volunteer programs.  

• Friends of Skagit Beaches Lecture Series: Pete shared that the Friends of Skagit Beaches lecture series planning 
committee is in the process of finalizing the list of lectures that will be presented in the spring of 2018.  The final 
schedule will be available soon. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. The next MRC meeting will be held Thursday, October 12, 2017, at the Fidalgo Bay Resort in 
Anacortes (4701 Fidalgo Bay Rd) 
 
(*A Skagit Restoration Initiative planning meeting was held following the regular MRC meeting.  The meeting was attended by: 
Lisa Kaufman, Jason Morgan, Jamey Selleck, Jay Lind, and Tracy Alker.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss different 
project ideas for the remaining funds. A follow-up report will be provided at the next MRC meeting)  
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